
 Town of Onondaga 
Town Board Meeting Minutes 

 October 5, 2026  
 
 The Town Board of the Town of Onondaga met at a regular meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
October 5, 2026 , at the Town of Onondaga Town Hall, 5020 Ball Road, Syracuse, New York. 
 
Present:  Supervisor   John P. Mahar 
   Councilor    Kathy Fedrizzi 
   Councilor    Lisa Goodwin 
   Councilor   Ellen Magnarelli Terrien 
   Councilor   John Wheatley 
       
   Town Attorney   Nadine Bell 
   Town Engineer   Bill Perrine 
   Town Clerk   Janet Hillery 
 

  
1.  Pledge of Allegiance 
  
2.  Schedule Public Hearing – Local Law D-2026 Tax Levy Override 
 
 Town Supervisor John Mahar requested the following resolution: 
 

TOWN OF ONONDAGA LOCAL LAW NO. D OF 2026 
(“A Local Law Overriding the Tax Levy Limit Established 

in General Municipal Law § 3-c in the Town of Onondaga”) 
 

 Supervisor Mahar introduced proposed Local Law No. D-2026, relating to the ability of 
the Town of Onondaga to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be 
levied by the Town of Onondaga pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the 
Town of Onondaga to adopt a Town budget for the fiscal year 2027 in excess of the “tax levy 
limit,” and made the following motion, which was seconded by Councilor Fedrizzi: 
 
 WHEREAS, Volume 6 N.Y.C.R.R., Section 617 of the Regulations relating to Article 8 of 
the New York State Environmental Conservation Law, requires that as early as possible an 
involved agency shall make a determination whether a given action is subject to the 
aforementioned law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, no other agency has the legal authority or jurisdiction to approve or directly 
undertake the enactment of a local law in the Town of Onondaga, such that there are no other 
involved agencies within the meaning of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) with respect to the proposed enactment of said Local Law, with the result that the 
Town Board shall act as lead agency in this matter; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the adoption of said Local Law is an unlisted action for purposes of 
environmental review under SEQRA; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that a short environmental assessment 
form (EAF) shall be required in connection with this matter; and 
 
 WHEREAS, said EAF has been prepared and has been reviewed by the Town Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the adoption of said Local Law, has 
considered the criteria contained in 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617.7 and has compared the impacts which 
may be reasonably expected to result from the adoption of said Local Law against said criteria. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 
 RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Town Board has determined this action shall 
have no significant adverse impact on the environment; that, accordingly, an environmental 
impact statement (EIS) shall not be required; and that this resolution shall constitute a negative 
declaration under SEQRA; and it is further; 
 
 RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Town Board conduct a public hearing as to the 
enactment of proposed Local Law No. D-2026 at the Town Hall located at 5020 Ball Road in the 
Town of Onondaga on October 19, 2026, at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can 
be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard. 
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 The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and 
upon roll call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
TOWN OF ONONDAGA 

LOCAL LAW NO. D OF 2026 

A LOCAL LAW OVERRIDING THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED 
IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW § 3-C IN THE TOWN OF ONONDAGA 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Onondaga as follows: 

SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may 
be levied by the Town of Onondaga, County of Onondaga pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and 
to allow the Town of Onondaga to adopt a Town budget for (a) Town purposes; (b) fire protection districts; 
and (c) any other special or improvement district governed by the Town Board for the fiscal year 2027, 
that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by the General Municipal 
Law § 3-c. 

SECTION 2. AUTHORITY 

This local law is adopted pursuant to Subdivision 5 of the General Municipal Law § 3-c, which 
expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved 
by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Town Board. 

SECTION 3. TAX LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE 

The Town Board of the Town of Onondaga, County of Onondaga, is hereby authorized to adopt a 
budget for the fiscal year 2027 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in 
General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, article or part of this Local Law shall be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the 
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operations to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section, 
article, or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been 
rendered. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
 
 Town resident and Howlett Hill Fire Department President, Frank Valls, asked if approved, if it 
would be retroactive for the 2027 fire department budgets. Supervisor Mahar said that it could 
potentially be, but this is for the overall town budget.   
 
 
3.  Municipal Cooperative Agreement for the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance   
     Consortium    
 
 Supervisor Mahar requested the following resolution authorizing the Supervisor to sign the 
2027 GTCMHIC Agreement: 
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TOWN OF ONONDAGA 
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
 Approval of the 2027 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative Agreement for the Greater 
Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance Consortium 

 
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Goodwin and seconded by Councilor 
Wheatley to wit: 
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Onondaga is a Participant in the Greater Tompkins County 
Municipal Health Insurance Consortium (the "Consortium"), a municipal cooperative 
organized under Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law, and 

WHEREAS, the municipal participants in the Consortium, including this body, have 
approved and executed a certain Municipal Cooperation Agreement (the "Agreement"; effective 
date of October 1, 2010), and 

WHEREAS, Article 47 of the New York Insurance Law (the "Insurance Law") and the 
rules and regulations of the New York State Department of Financial Services set forth certain 
requirements for governance of municipal cooperatives that offer self-insured municipal 
cooperative health insurance plans, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Agreement sets forth in Section Q2 that continuation of the Consortium 

under the terms and conditions of the Agreement, or any amendments or restatements thereto, shall 
be subject to Board review and upon acceptance of any new Participant hereafter, and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Cooperative Agreement requires that amendments to the 
agreement be presented to each participant for review and adopted by a majority vote by its 
municipal board, and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Town of Onondaga  is in receipt of the proposed amended 

Agreement and has determined that it is in the best interest of its constituents who are served 
by the Consortium to amend the Agreement as set forth in the Amended Municipal Cooperative 
Agreement, now therefore be it  

 
RESOLVED, that upon receipt and review of the amended Agreement, the Town of 

Onondaga approved at a meeting of the governing body held on October 5, 2026 and 
authorizes the Chief Elected Official to sign the 2027 Amendment to the Municipal Cooperative 
Agreement (Effective 1.1.27) of the Greater Tompkins County Municipal Health Insurance 
Consortium as recommended by the Board of Directors. 
 
 The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll 
call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
 The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
 
4.  Committee Reports  
 
 Town Councilor Ellen Magnarelli Terrien provided an update on the Onondaga Free Library.  
She reported that they had a strong summer reading program, and were pleased with the number of 
participants, as well as the number of those visiting the library in general.  Councilor Magnarelli Terrien 
also reported that their annual fall book sale went very well.   
 
5.  Highway Superintendent’s Report 
 
 Highway Superintendent John Smith reported that the Annual Fall Cleanup is underway, and 
the numbers seem to be similar to last year’s.  They are also continuing with paving projects while the 
weather allows.  He also reported that he spoke with John Amidon  about the drainage issue on Boca 
Raton Way and he said that they plan on starting the repair on 10/13, if the weather allows.  He said 
some of the pipes need to be replaced, as well as concrete work.  Superintendent Smith also followed 
up on the request for the school speed limit change in the Westhill High School area, on Grand Avenue 
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and Onondaga Blvd..  He said he was approached by the Westhill School District Superintendent about 
reducing the speed limit in that area.  He then turned the discussion over to Town Attorney Nadine Bell. 
 
6. Westhill School District School Speed Zone Order 
 
 Town Attorney Nadine Bell introduced and outlined the following resolution and Order  to 
facilitate the creation of a school speed zone on the streets surrounding Westhill High School:   
 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
 
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Goodwin, who moved its adoption, seconded 
by Councilor Fedrizzi, to wit: 

 
AN ORDER IMPLEMENTING SCHOOL SPEED LIMITS ON 

GRAND AVENUE AND ONONDAGA BOULEVARD 
 

SECTION 1. Legislative Intent & SEQR 
 
 By adoption of this Order, the Town Board of the Town of Onondaga, pursuant to the 
authority of Sections 1180 and 1662-a of the Vehicle and Traffic Law of the State of New York, 
and Section 270-6 of the Code of the Town of Onondaga, declares its intent to implement school 
speed limits on Onondaga Boulevard and Grand Avenue.  This is a Type II action under SEQR. 
 
SECTION 2.  Speed Limit Sign Installed 
 
 School speed limits shall be implemented at the following locations on Grand Avenue:  
20 mph School Speed Limit sign 250 feet before school entrance in the eastbound direction; 20 
mph School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before the School Speed Limit sign in the 
eastbound direction (approximately 75 feet east of Hillcrest Road); End School Speed Limit sign 
250 feet beyond school entrance in the westbound direction, on the opposite side of the road 
from the School Speed Limit sign; 20 mph School Speed Limit sign 660 feet before school 
entrance in the westbound direction; 20 mph School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before 
the School Speed Limit sign in the westbound direction; and, End School Speed Limit sign 660 
feet beyond school entrance in the eastbound direction, on the opposite side of the road from 
the School Speed Limit sign.   
 
 School speed limits shall also be implemented at the following locations on Onondaga 
Boulevard: 25 mph School Speed Limit sign 410 feet before school entrance in the eastbound 
direction; 25 mph School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before the School Speed Limit sign 
in the eastbound direction; End School Speed Limit sign 410 feet beyond school entrance in the 
westbound direction, on the opposite side of the road from the School Speed Limit sign; 25 mph 
School Speed Limit sign 200 feet before Alexander Drive in the westbound direction; 25 mph 
School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before the School Speed Limit sign in the westbound 
direction; and, End School Speed Limit sign 200 feet beyond Alexander Drive in the eastbound 
direction, on the opposite side of the road from the School Speed Limit sign. 
 
SECTION 3.  Section 270-32 of the Code of the Town of Onondaga. 
 
 Schedule III: School Speed Limits - is hereby amended to implement school speed limits 
on Grand Avenue and Onondaga Boulevard as follows: 
 
  
 Name of Street  Speed Limit Location 
 
 Grand Avenue  20 mph  Speed Limit sign 250 feet before school  

       entrance in eastbound direction 
 
  Grand Avenue  20 mph  Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before  
       the School Speed Limit sign in the eastbound  
       direction (approximately 75 feet east of   
       Hillcrest Road) 
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  Grand Avenue    End School Speed Limit sign 250 feet  
       beyond school entrance in westbound   
       direction, on the opposite side of the road from  
       the School Speed Limit sign 
 

 Grand Avenue  20 mph  Speed Limit sign 660 feet before school  
       entrance in the westbound direction  
 

 Grand Avenue  20 mph  Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet before  
       the School Speed Limit sign in the westbound  
       direction 
 

 Grand Avenue    End School Speed Limit sign 660 feet beyond  
      school entrance in the eastbound direction, on  
      the opposite side of the road from the School  
      Speed Limit sign  
 

  Onondaga Boulevard 25 mph  School Speed Limit sign 410 feet before  
       School entrance in the eastbound direction 
 

 Onondaga Boulevard 25 mph  School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet  
       before the School Speed Limit sign in the  
       eastbound direction 
 

 Onondaga Boulevard   End School Speed Limit sign 410 feet  
       beyond school entrance in the westbound  
       direction, on the opposite side of the road from  
       the Speed Limit sign 
  
  Onondaga Boulevard 25 mph  School Speed Limit sign 200 feet before  
       Alexander Drive in the westbound direction 
 

 Onondaga Boulevard 25 mph  School Speed Limit Warning sign 200 feet  
       before the School Speed Limit sign in the  
       westbound direction 
 

 Onondaga Boulevard   End School Speed Limit sign 200 feet  
       beyond Alexander Drive in the eastbound  
       direction, on the opposite side of the road from  
       the School Speed Limit sign 
  

 
SECTION 4.  When Effective 
 
 This Order shall take effect upon the erection of signs in the location specified and of 
the size and design and at the locations prescribed in the State Manual and Specifications 
prepared by the State Traffic Commission, as required by the Vehicle and Traffic Law of the 
State of New York, as amended. 
 
 The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and 
upon roll call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
 The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
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7.  Codes Department Report  
 
 Building and Codes Director Jeff Herrick reported that since last report, there have been 5 new 
building permits and 4 fire inspections.  He also reported that 8 residents have utilized the newly 
implemented on-line complaint form.  He also said that Laserfiche training will be this Thursday for his 
staff.  Codes Director Herrick also reported that there are 10 vacant structures being addressed, with 5 
of them underway per last meeting, and expects the other 5 to be addressed at the next meeting.    
Mr. Herrick said that the painting of the Town Hall exterior is complete and is pleased with the job they 
did.  He also said the Parade of Homes was held over the past two weekends and that the Town of 
Onondaga generated the most interest out of the other towns that hosted the event.  Marc Anthony 
had 2,100 visitors on Free Fall Lane, and Bob Deforest had 1,997 visitors on Gray Wing Lane.   
 
 Town resident Frank Valls asked if there was an update on the property at 5225 Kasson  Rd., and 
Codes Director Herrick said that it is one of the ones currently being addressed.  He said that a 
November 1st deadline was given to the property owner before the Town takes action.   
 
 8.  Parks and Recreation Director’s Report 
 
 Parks and Recreation Director Charry Lawson requested a resolution to accept a quote for the 
handicapped accessible sidewalk at Santaro Park from Michael McConnell Concrete in the amount of 
$16,000 resulting in the following: 
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

 The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Mahar and seconded by Councilor Wheatley 
to wit: 
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board approve the contract with Michael 
McConnell Concrete, Inc. in the amount of $16,000 for the installation of a concrete sidewalk at Santaro 
Park, from the parking lot to the pavilion, to accommodate handicapped accessibility.  
 

The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll 
call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
 The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
 
9.  Attorney’ Report – Schedule Public Hearing - Local Law E-2026  
  
 Town Attorney Nadine Bell introduced the following resolution to schedule the public hearing 
for proposed local law E-2026 amending Ch. 285 of the Town Code regarding electronic signage: 
 

 
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 

 LOCAL LAW NO. E OF 2026 
 

(“A Local Law Amending Chapter 285 of the Code of the Town of Onondaga  
Regarding Animated and Announcement Signs”) 

 
Councilor Wheatley  introduced proposed Local Law No. E-2026, amending Chapter 285, Sections 

34(C)(6)(c) and 34(D)(2) of the Town of Onondaga Town Code to address animated signs and 
announcement signs, and made the following motion, which was seconded by Councilor Goodwin: 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, it is 
 
 RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, no other agency has the legal authority or jurisdiction to approve 
or directly undertake the enactment of a local law in the Town of Onondaga, such that there are no other 
involved agencies within the meaning of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) 
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with respect to the proposed enactment of said Local Law, with the result that the Town Board shall act 
as lead agency in this matter; be it further 
 
 RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the enactment of proposed Local Law No. E-2026 is an 
Unlisted action and therefore will have no significant effect on the environment, thus concluding 
environmental review under SEQR; be it further  
  
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall conduct a public hearing as to the enactment of proposed 
Local Law No. E-2026 at the Town Hall located at 5020 Ball Road in the Town on October 19, 2026, at 5:30 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject 
shall be heard. 
 

The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll 
call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
 The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
 

TOWN OF ONONDAGA 
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW E-2026 

 
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 285 OF THE CODE OF THE 

TOWN OF ONONDAGA REGARDING ANIMATED AND ANNOUNCEMENT SIGNS 
 

Be it enacted by the Town of Onondaga Town Board that this Local Law amends Chapter 285 of 
the Code of the Town of Onondaga, as follows: 
 
Section 1. 
 

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the New York State Constitution and New York Municipal 
Home Rule Law §10. 
 
Section 2. 
 

So that Section 285-34(C)(6)(c) of the Town of Onondaga Town Code is hereby amended so as to 
read, in its entirety, as follows: 

 
“(c) Animated signs. An animated sign is a sign or any portion thereof having movement 

effected by mechanical or natural means, including, by way of illustration and not 
limitation, rotating signs, wind signs and signs where movement is simulated by 
illumination devices. This term shall include the use of blinking, flashing and general 
intermittent light, as opposed to light of a constant intensity and value.” 

 
Section 3. 
 

So that Section 285-34(D)(2) of the Town of Onondaga Town Code is hereby amended so as to 
read, in its entirety, as follows: 

 
“(2) Announcement signs. 

 
a. Announcement signs for churches or other places of worship, fire stations, emergency 

service facilities, and educational institutions. 
 

[1] General: Signs may be double-faced and may be exterior-lighted by 
shielded floodlights such that there is no glare or distraction to drivers on 
nearby roads or glare onto adjoining properties. Except in Residential and 
Country R-C, Residential R-1, R-2 and R-3, Planned Residential and 
Planned Residential Community Districts, signs may be interior lighted 
with non-glaring lights. 



Town Board Meeting Minutes   
October 5, 2026   
p. 8 
 

 
[2] Surface area: 32 square feet maximum. 

 
[3] Location: affixed to building wall or freestanding in front yard with 

setback of 15 feet, minimum dimension, from front property line and 25 
feet, minimum dimension, from other property line. 

 
[4] Height: eight (8) feet, maximum dimension, grade to top of sign.  
 
[5] Announcement signs which contain electronic messages that change, 

flash or revolve once in a five (5) minute period are permitted subject to 
the following restrictions: 

 
[i] Images must remain static with no animation, scrolling, or 

flashing during dwell time with a dwell time for a minimum of five 
(5) minutes per image.  In the case of an emergency, the 
obligation to remain static for five (5) minutes may be overridden 
or interrupted. 

[ii] Maximum nighttime brightness is 0.3 footcandles, 150 nits, and 
3.2 lux. 

[iii] The sign must be equipped with an automatic photocell or 
ambient light sensor with the ability to manually override, if 
necessary, to ensure that the display dynamically drops from high 
daytime brightness down to compliant nighttime levels as dusk 
falls.   

[iv] Upon request by the Code Enforcement Office, the owner of an 
animated sign may be required to reduce the footcandles, nits 
and lux of an image, to decrease the image’s brightness. 

[v] Transitions between messages must be completed within .25 
seconds (one-quarter second) twirl time and must be an 
instantaneous change with no fading or wiping during the twirl 
time. Transitions wherein one image gradually dims and 
disappears while the next image slowly brightens into view, often 
referred to as a “dissolve,” “fade,” or “crossfade,” is prohibited. 

Section 4. 
 
This Local Law shall take effect upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State. 
 

 
10.  Engineer’s Report 
 
 Town Engineer Bill Perrine reported that the binder course is being installed in Velasko Village 
Sec. 4 this month, and said they are installing a new hammerhead.  He asked them to accommodate for 
drainage and to make sure there is no ice on that during the winter.  Woodridge Heights Sec. 2 will be 
starting soon.   Town Engineer Perrine said they had a drainage complaint at 116 Belnapp Drive from 
Linda Moreno last year.  She said there is flooding from her neighboring Lot # 10 and Town Engineer 
Perrine did confirm that there are some drainage issues there.  He said that lot 10 in Old Towne Estates 
is partially bare soil, and when it rains, water does run across her property.  He asked the developer, J.K. 
Tobin to install a swale between both lots and remove some of the topsoil that is stockpiled in the back 
lot #10, which is causing drainage issues.  Mr. Perrine said he also offered some general 
recommendations for issues she has for her property, and it was explained that it was private property, 
not Town owned.   If they can’t get to it this year due to seasonal constraints, they will address that next 
May.     
 
 Town Engineer Perrine also reported that Onondaga County has entered into a contract with 
C&S Engineers to do an expansion at the Veteran’s/Loomis Hill Cemetery.  They plan to help alleviate 
some of the longstanding drainage issues that is causing flooding on Harris Road during weather events.  
They will be constructing a stormwater management basin at the northeast corner of their property 
adjacent to Harris Rd.  Mr. Perrine recommended they perform a few test pits to determine the depth to 
bedrock and that an infiltration basin may make the most sense for the site.  Mr. Perrine said they had a 
meeting two weeks ago, and they were unaware of the Karst sub-surface rock formations in the area, 
and that there are fractures in the bedrock that the water filtrates through.  Supervisor Mahar said they 
have had several meetings with the County about how the expansion over the years has added to an 
already existing flooding issue in that area.  Supervisor Mahar said the County seems receptive and 
willing to work with the Town to help alleviate some of the flooding at Harris Rd.   
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 Town Engineer Perrine also reported that the 2026 Community Development Application for 
this year included a building addition to the Howlett Hill Park bathroom.    Mr. Perrine said that in the 
1990’s and in 2005, C&S Engineers did bathroom renovations under previous Community Development 
funding, which would have had to be ADA compliant.  He said that he arranged for a registered architect 
from C&S to meet with Parks Director Lawson to ensure the facility is ADA compliant.  If it is confirmed 
that it is, his recommendation is to renovate and improve the facility, including a new roof, light fixtures, 
flooring, etc. and not do the addition.  Mr. Perrine said the addition would have exceeded $100,000 
which would have to be done over two years with Community Development Funding.  
 
 
11.  Southwood Park Update 
 
 Town Councilor Lisa Goodwin reported that she and Supervisor Mahar had a meeting with 
Town resident Patty Massa, who is the liaison for the proposed Southwood Park project.  Our Attorney 
created a proposed lease agreement with the school district.  The proposed agreement was given to 
their attorney and they made their revisions and additions.  One of the troubling things in the 
agreement was that they could lease or sell the property to someone else, which would also require the 
Town to return it back to its’ natural state.   Councilor Goodwin also said that due to the NYS Education 
Law, they can only have a lease agreement in place for ten years.  Ms. Massa will be meeting with Bob 
Deforest, and perhaps the school board, and will try to convey to the school district that they will most 
likely not need this property in the future.  She said they are still trying to work on a solution to get this 
done and will provide an update once more is known.  Town Engineer Perrine said that if this results in a 
favorable outcome, he reminded the board to factor in the grants that were pursued.   
 
 
12.  Norton/Bussey Water Update 
 
 Town Councilor Kathy Fedrizzi reported that the Town received notice from Assemblywoman 
Pamela Hunter’s office that an additional $400,000 grant was secured for the Norton/Bussey water 
district.  A letter was sent to the residents along with a new financing plan.  She said if anyone is 
interested, to come into the Town Hall to sign the petition.      
 
 

13.  Minutes Approval – 9/21/26 TBM 
 

 
TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 

 
 The following resolution was offered by Councilor Wheatley and seconded by Councilor 
Magnarelli Terrien to wit: 
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Onondaga Town Board approve the 9/21/26 Town Board 
meeting minutes as prepared by the Town Clerk.   
 

The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll 
call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted   Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted   Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted   Yes 

 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
 
 14. Abstract Approval  - 10/5/26 
 
 The following Abstracts were audited and approved for payment on 10/05/26: 
 

• All General Fund Account on Abstract No. 20,  numbers 877 through 930 inclusive, totaling 
$80,628.42.  

• All Highway Fund Accounts on Abstract No. 20, numbers 377 through 392 inclusive, totaling 
$8,417.67. 
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• All Parks Fund Accounts on Abstract No. 20, numbers 154 through 155 inclusive, totaling 
$131.26. 

• All Sewer Accounts on Abstract No. 13, numbers 29 through 30 inclusive, totaling $1,362.32. 
• All Consolidated Drainage Accounts on Abstract No. 14, number 33, totaling $2,700.00. 
• All Trust & Agency Accounts on Abstract No. 14, number 29, totaling $19,650.52. 

 
   
 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 
 

 The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Mahar  and seconded by Councilor Goodwin 
to wit: 
  
 BE IT RESOLVED, that there being no further business to come before the regular meeting of the 
Town of Onondaga Town Board, the Town Board move to Executive Session for advice from counsel 
pertaining to Building and Codes, with no action expected.  
 

The question of the enactment of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll 
call, the vote was as follows: 

 
  Councilor  Kathy Fedrizzi   Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Lisa M. Goodwin   Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  Ellen Magnarelli Terrien  Voted  Yes 
  Councilor  John Wheatley   Voted  Yes  
  Supervisor  John P. Mahar   Voted  Yes 

 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 
  The Town Board moved to Executive Session at 5:30 p.m.  The Town Board returned from 
Executive Session at 6:30 p.m. with no action taken.  The regular meeting of the Town Board and 
Executive Session adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 
Janet J. Hillery 

Town Clerk 


